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WHEREAS, increasing access to federal funding in Richland County is essential to the long-term-sustainability
of county and municipal infrastructure; and '

WHEREAS, the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law created the Rural Surface Transportation Grant Program; and

WHEREAS, the federal Department of Transportation defines "rural area" as an area that is outside an
urbanized area with a population of over 200,000. 23 U.S.C. Section 173(a)(2); and

WHEREAS, the Rebuilding Rural Roads Act (H.R. 3002) and Protecting Infrastructure Investments for Rural
America Act (H.R. 5437) would reduce the definition of rural under the Rural Surface Transportation Grant
Program from 200,000 to 20,000 giving rural communities a greater opportunity to access these grant funds and
aligning with definitions used by the Small Business Administration and USDA Office of Rural Development;
and

WHEREAS, H.R. 5437 would not only reduce the definition of rural to 20,000 but would also:

1. Clarify that the goal of the Rural Grant program is to promote economic development in rural areas, as
well as improve the quality of life for citizens who live in them;

2. Allow the grant to be used for common road, bridge, highway, or tunnel projects, expanding the
eligibility for more projects in rural areas;
Strike the minimum project amount of $25M, considering that a most projects in rural areas are under
this amount;

3. Lower the cost-share burden for communities with populations less than 5,000, increasing the
likelihood projects in these communities can be completed in a timely manner; and,

4. Establish a set-aside of at least 5% of funding under the program to go to communities of less than
5,000 in population, ensuring these communities receive federal assistance for their infrastructure
needs.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Richland County Board of Supervisors that it supports the
passage of the Rebuilding Rural Roads Act (H.R. 3002) and Protecting Infrastructure Investments for Rural
America Act (H.R. 5437); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Richland County Board of Supervisors urges the Wisconsin Counties
Association to support the passage of the Rebuilding Rural Roads Act (H.R. 3002) and Protecting Infrastructure
Investments for Rural America Act (H.R. 5437); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Richland County Clerk is directed to send copies of this resolution to
Senator Howard Marklein, Senator Tammy Baldwin, Senator Joan Ballweg, Representative Tranel
Representative Tony Kurtz, Representative Van Orden and the Wisconsin Counties Association.

RESOLUTION ADOPTED

DEREK S. KALISH
COUNTY CLERK

DATED: AUGUST 20, 2024



