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Wisconsin provides counties with three 
options for the daily management of 
county government. A county executive 

is elected every four years in nonpartisan spring 
elections. The executive appoints certain person-
nel, submits budgets, and exercises veto powers. 
A county administrator is appointed by the county 
board and has many of the same powers as an ex-
ecutive. Administrators do not have veto power. 
Counties not choosing one of these two options are 
required to designate an administrative coordina-
tor, either on a full-time or part-time basis. 

In 2023, 12 counties had an elected county ex-
ecutive and 32 had a county administrator. The re-
maining 28 counties designated either a full-time 
(8) or part-time (20) administrative coordinator. 
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Administration Type, 2023

Exec. = Executive; Admin. = Administrator
Coord. = Administrative Coordinator; PT = part-time; FT = full-time
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