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Introductions



Planning For a Future 
Economy

The 2023 Wisconsin State 
Freight Plan projects we’ll see 
12.4% more freight by 2030 
and 50% more by 2050. 

The American Trucking 
Association estimates the 
current 78,000 driver shortage 
will double by 2031.

Bridge lifespan is estimated at 
75 years. 



Oversize 
Overweight 

(OSOW) Permits 
and 

Considerations
If we’re going to move products 
from A to B the question is what’s 
most efficient?
Equivalent Single Axle Loads 
(EASLs) provide apples to apples 
comparison. 
Six axle milk trucks are currently 
eligible for a permit to operate at 
98,000-pounds.
The Wisconsin Truck Size Weight 
Study showed this configuration 
had, “the highest savings in 
transport costs, safety, and 
congestion.”  It also, “has the 
highest fuel and emissions 
reductions.” 



Asset Management vs. Strict 
Preservation

An asset is a tool to be used 
and maintained.
If we’re going to continue to 
have our economy perform, 
we need be pragmatic in our 
asset management.
You should expect support 
from industry to provide 
resources to maintain your 
assets.



Build it Now: 
Available Road 

Funding
The latest state budget and the 
federal Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
have created a unique moment.

Surface Transportation Program 
(STP), Local Bridge Improvement 
Assistance Program, Local Road 
Improvement Programs (LRIP), and 
Agricultural Road Improvement 
Programs (ARIP) are making 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
available.

Many of these programs have 
matching rates up to eighty or ninety 
percent; this is as good as it gets. 



Agricultural Roads 
Improvement 

Program 



What you need to know
Eligible Projects

To be eligible for a grant under 
the program a route or structure 
must: 

1. Have been posted for weight 
for at least one month in the 
previous year. 

2. Be maintained by a local 
government and classified as 
a local road or minor collector.  

3. Provide access to agricultural 
lands or facilities.

*Note: Bridge/culvert only projects 
limited to structures under 20 feet 
in length.



Competitive 
Criteria for 
the Grants

∙ Priority under the program will be given to 
projects that provide the greatest benefit 
to agricultural producers using the 
following criteria:

It provides the greatest positive economic 
impact.
It provides access to the largest number of 
agricultural producers or volume of agricultural 
goods.
It will result in the reduction of cost for 
producers due to repeated trips at reduced 
weight, labor, fuel, or mileage/wear on 
agricultural equipment.

∙ Grants will be for up to 90% of 
reimbursable costs which include costs 
for plan design and engineering as well as 
construction of the project.



Timeline
• DOT is working on the 

application forms and 
guidance. 

• Application period is TBD but 
start planning now. 

• If you know where you have 
problems and/or who applies 
for IoH permits, start a 
conversation.

• Budget for unique project 
opportunities.



Discussion



Thank you!
Tim Fiocchi

Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation
Cell: 608.512.5945
tfiocchi@wfbf.com
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