
R E S O L U T I O N   N O.:  45—2021-22 
 

  
TO THE HONORABLE, THE OUTAGAMIE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:                                                                                           MAJORITY  
 

The State Wildlife Damage Abatement and Claims program (WDACP), fully funded by a 1 
surcharge on hunting licenses, is a voluntary Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 2 
program to assist a person who owns, leases, or controls land on which certain wild 3 
animals cause damage to crops or livestock the ability to apply to the county for wildlife 4 
damage claim payments and for wildlife damage abatement assistance.  Wildlife damage 5 
payments include damage caused by deer, bears, geese and cougars, as well as elk and 6 
sandhill cranes if hunting those animals is authorized.  The Outagamie County Land 7 
Conservation Department currently contracts with a representative from USDA Animal 8 
and Plant Health Inspection Service for the Wildlife Damage Program, with said claims 9 
reviewed by the Land Conservation Committee.   10 
 11 
There is pending legislation that would make changes to the Wildlife Damage Abatement 12 
and Claims program by eliminating the administration and oversight of these programs 13 
from the Land Conservation Committee and moving the administration of these programs 14 
to the DNR.  15 
 16 
If local authority is eliminated and landowners have issues and appeals concerning 17 
harvest objectives or management of the program, they will no longer contact the Land 18 
Conservation Committee.  The proposed legislation will require that they travel to 19 
Madison in order to appear before the DNR officials who may not have local 20 
considerations in mind when rendering a decision. 21 
 22 
NOW THEREFORE, the following resolution is presented by the Agriculture, Extension 23 

Education, Zoning and Land Conservation Committee to the County Board. 24 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Outagamie County Board of Supervisors does oppose pending 25 

legislation that would make changes to the State Wildlife Damage Abatement and Claims program by 26 

eliminating the administration and oversight of these programs from the Land Conservation Committee 27 

and moving the administration of these programs to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and 28 

 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Outagamie County Clerk be directed to forward a copy 29 

of this resolution to the Wisconsin Counties Association and the Outagamie County Lobbyist for 30 
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distribution to the State Senators and State Representatives representing Outagamie County and the 1 

Governor. 2 

 Dated this          day of July 2021 3 

 4 
Duly and officially adopted by the County Board on: _______________________ 5 
 6 
 7 
Signed:           8 

 Board Chairperson   County Clerk 9 
 10 
 11 
Approved:      Vetoed:      12 
 13 
 14 
Signed:      15 
  County Executive 16 
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