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Overview

• Current Broadband Situation

• FCC Programs

• ARPA Grant Cycle

• Broadband Expansion Grant Program

• Partnership Examples



Current Broadband Situation

• Statewide Wisconsin FCC Data, June 2020

• DSL, Cable, Fiber and Fixed Wireless

• 94.5% of all homes with 25Mbps/3Mbps

• 5.5% of all homes without 25Mbps/3Mbps



Current Broadband Situation

• Statewide Wisconsin FCC Data, June 2020 2016

• DSL, Cable, Fiber and Fixed Wireless

• 94.5% 85.5% of all homes with 25Mbps/3Mbps

• 5.5% 14.5% of all homes without 25Mbps/3Mbps



Current Broadband Situation

• Rural Wisconsin FCC Data, June 2020

• DSL, Cable, Fiber and Fixed Wireless

• 82.5% of rural homes with 25Mbps/3Mbps

• 17.5% of rural homes without 25Mbps/3Mbps



Current Broadband Situation

• Rural Wisconsin FCC Data, June 2020 2016

• DSL, Cable, Fiber and Fixed Wireless

• 82.5% 54% of rural homes with 25Mbps/3Mbps

• 17.5% 46% of rural homes without 25Mbps/3Mbps



Current Broadband Situation

• R Street Institute 2020 Broadband Scorecard

• Ranks every state according to how well 
their laws govern various aspects of 
broadband deployment 



Current Broadband Situation



FCC Programs

• CAF II - $570 million, 6 years

• A-CAM - $300 million, 10 years

• A-CAM II - $160 million, 10 years

• RDOF - $373 million, 10 years



ARPA Grant Cycle

• American Rescue Plan Act - $100 Million Grant Cycle

• 241 applications seeking $438 million in grants

• Guidance prioritizes physical connections and fiber

• Decisions expected between “mid-late September 
and mid-late October”



ARPA Grant Cycle

• Partnerships and County Broadband Activity



Broadband Expansion Grant Program

• Funding in the 2021-2023 Biennial Budget

• $125,000,000 in new general obligation bonds

• $2,000,000 in unencumbered USF funds each year

• $129,000,000 total over the biennium



Broadband Expansion Grant Program

• FY2022 Broadband Expansion Grant Cycle 

• *May* be ~3 months after ARPA awards?

• Allocation unclear - $127 million available now?

• Additional ARPA grant cycle?



Partnerships
https://youtu.be/UPkaT07s8Gc

https://youtu.be/UPkaT07s8Gc


Partnerships



Partnerships



Frontier - Viroqua

CenturyLink - Cashton

CenturyLink - Ferryville

Vernon 
Communications 
Cooperative

Vernon Communications Cooperative Serving Area
8,500 Current Cooperative Members (Large Amish Population)

Pass 13,062 Locations  & 615 Sq. Miles (ILEC & CLEC)
99.8% have FTTH in place or to the property Line

Coon Valley Farmers 
Telephone Co.

Hillsboro 
Telephone Co.



Frontier - Viroqua

PSC Broadband Grant Projects - Fiber-to-the-Home
Frontier Viroqua (Rural)   5 – Phases $1,598,597 5-Grants (100% Overbuilt)
Ferryville (Rural) $   172,900 Grant
De Soto (Village) $   129,525 Grant 
Total Grants Awarded $1,901,022

Ferryville & De Soto



Vernon Communications Cooperative Fiber-to-the- Home Coverage
Miles of Fiber ILEC = 1,950

CLEC = 275
Total = 2,225



TCC Broadband Expansion

• Town of Drammen
• Two Providers

• TCC
• West Wisconsin Telcom – 24/7

• Property Tax

• Newcomb Valley



TCC Broadband Expansion

• Current Grant Applications
• Town of Naples
• Jackson County

• Future Grant Applications
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THANK YOU!
BILL ESBECK

bill.esbeck@wsta.info

CHERYL RUE
crue@tccpro.net

ROD OLSON
rolson@vernoncom.coop
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