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Wisconsin’s Migration Challenge 
& Its Impact on the Workforce
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The Perfect Storm?
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Workforce shrinking since 2017
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Down 10%+ Down 5%-9.% Down 0.1% to 4.9% Up 2% or Less Up More Than 2%

u 54 counties declined
u 7 fell more than 10%

2010-2020
Labor Force Change
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Fewer births today . . .
fewer workers in 20 years
72,636

66,490

72,757

66,566

60,521

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Fewest since 
1942!
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Under 18 population . . . shrinking

1,368,756

1,339,492

1,281,418

2000 2010 2020
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Not enough young people to replace 
future retirees

1,368,756 1,339,492
1,281,418

1,043,586

1,398,515 1,415,000

2000 2010 2020

Short 
nearly 

135,000!

Under 18 47 to 64
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227,637

79,938
56,714

1990-2000 2000-2010 2010-2020

Net migration declining…doesn’t fill the 
long-term gap
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Net migration 
imputed from 
2010 and 2020 
census 
populations
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Down 5%+ Down 1%-5% Up 1% to 5% Up 10%+Up 5% to 10%-1% to +1%
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IRS vs. Census Bureau Data
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National Trends in Net Migration

© GeoNames, Microsoft, TomTom
Powered by Bing
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Wisconsin Net Migration

-5,909

-6,949

-10,449

-7,542 -7,215

658 555

-1,260
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Net Migration – Age 
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Net Migration – Income Group
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Where are we coming from… 

47,587 2,377 2,318 1,695 1,148

IL IA
MI

NY PA

Top five states in 
terms of net in-
migration
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Where are we going…

-21,886 -15,135 -12,726 -5,870 -5,446

FL TX NV CO TN

Top five states in 
terms of net out-
migration
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County Level

Wood 685 

Langlade 291 

Shawano 242 

Lincoln 232 

Portage 228 

Brown -122

Hennepin (MN) -139

Ramsey (MN) -288

Dane -400

Foreign -436

Marathon County
(Net -456)

2012 - 71.5% moves were intrastate 
2019 - 69.5% moves were intrastate

Net inflow primarily from rural 
counties, net outflow primarily to 
urban counties and other countries
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Income difference improving

$55,510

$67,550

$51,250

$69,240

2012 2019
Outflow Inflow

2012 -$4,260

2019 $1,690 
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Income Difference by Age

2012 2019
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Questions?
Thank you
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forward-analytics.net


