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Resolution No. 12-20 
 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE COUNTY'S RESPONSE TO THE 
ECONOMIC EMERGENCY THAT HAS RESULTED FROM GOVERNOR 

EVERS' SAFER-AT-HOME ORDERS 
 

TO THE HONORABLE CHAIRPERSON AND SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY 
BOARD OF THE COUNTY OF POLK: 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 
1 WHEREAS, the Polk County Board recognizes the need for enhanced safety precautions to 
2 protect the public during this public health emergency; and 
3 
4 WHEREAS, the Polk County Board cares deeply for the physical health of everyone who 
5 works, lives or recreates in Polk County; and 
6 
7 WHEREAS the Polk County Board believes individuals and businesses have been, and will 
8 continue to, self-regulate by following physical distancing and increased attention to personal 
9 and area sanitation measures; and 

10 
11 WHEREAS, Polk County has only had four COVID-19 positive tests and three of them have 
12 fully recovered and there are no hospitalizations regarding COVID-19 currently; and 
13 
14 WHEREAS, Polk County is now experiencing a healthcare crisis because hospitals are laying 
15 off and furloughing employees; and 
16 
17 WHEREAS, without immediate action, Polk County, its businesses and taxpayers will suffer 
18 catastrophic economic harm; and 
19 
20 WHEREAS, it is the Polk County Board's belief that the County should begin supporting the 
21 opening of business in a safe manner and that any business in Polk County complying with 
22 the appropriate safety measures to protect employees and customers should not be subject to 
23 any action by Polk County or its staff relating to Governor Evers' Orders; and 
24 
25 WHEREAS, the Governor's Orders have been ambiguous and difficult to interpret with 
26 any measure of consistency and this has led to absurd and haphazard enforcement 
27 measures taken by various communities and officials; and 
28 
29 WHEREAS, rural Polk County is closer to the Twin Cities metropolitan area, that is 
30 loosening restrictions on businesses, than it is to the affected areas in Wisconsin, such as 
31 Milwaukee; and 
32 
33 WHEREAS, local communities in this rural area in the best position to determine for 
34 themselves, with the input of experts, how to safely and methodically allow businesses to 
35 reopen while keeping safety as a priority; and 
36 
37 WHEREAS, many local businesses are at a high risk of shutting down completely or 
38 suffering irreparable economic damage that will have a lasting and negative impact on the 
39 livelihoods of many Polk County residents; and












